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- Gathering Around the Word - 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE ............. Trio on “Alone to God on High Be Glory” BWV 664 - J.S. Bach 
 

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
One:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
All:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Sharing Christ’s Peace - “The Lord be with you” “and also with you.” 
 

ORGAN MEDITATION ............................................................................. on Foundation - R. te Velde 
 

**CALL TO WORSHIP (ROMANS 1) 
One:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
All:  Tell us the Good News about Jesus Christ. 

One:   God promised this good news long ago through the prophets in the holy 

scriptures. Jesus was born and publicly identified as God‟s son, through his 

resurrection from the dead. 
All:  Through him we have received God’s grace and our calling to be moved by 

the Spirit and share this good news through word and action. 

One:   I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because the news about 

your faithfulness is being spread throughout the whole world. God‟s grace is 

for all of us, God‟s calling is for all of us, let us share the good news through 

song. 

ORDER OF DIVINE WORSHIP 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 19th, 2023 - 8:30 & 11:00 am 

Welcome!  
 

Whether you are worshiping with us for the first time or have grown up here at FPC, 

we are glad you have joined us for worship this morning!  
 

 Everyone is welcome here.  God loves you, and so do we. God‟s grace 

abounds here. 
 

 We welcome children of all ages in worship! We know that God made all 

children and that wiggles and giggles are part of that. Both restrooms on the 

first floor (to your left as you exit the Sanctuary) are equipped with changing 

tables. If parents prefer, our nursery is open for ages 0-3 in the Preschool wing. 
 

 At the back of the Sanctuary are Children‟s Worship Bags, stored on a wooden 

tree. Take the bulletin and activity sheets home, but please return the bag with 

all other materials to the tree after worship. 

 Hearing Assist devices are available from an usher. 
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**HYMN OF PRAISE 463 ........................................................................... “How Firm a Foundation” 
 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION (ROMANS 2) 

Minister:  God‟s wrath is being revealed from heaven against all ungodly behavior 

and the human beings who silence the truth with injustice. 
All:  God’s loving kindness leads us to admit our wrongs, and the Spirit of God 

enables us to make changes in our hearts and lives, and the faith of Christ 

serves for the forgiveness of all. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (ROMANS 2) .................................................................................... in unison 

Visible and Invisible God, your beauty, power and love is made known through your 

creation. Although we know you and recognize your goodness, we are blinded by 

the darkness we discover in the world. We trade your truth for a lie, and we make idols 

out of your creation instead of giving the honor and credit to you. We degrade 

ourselves and one another with toxic relationships and violent words. We are without 

understanding, disloyal, without affection, and without mercy. 
 

KYRIE ............................................................................................................................................................ 407, v. 1 

Spirit divine, attend our prayers, and make this house your home. 

Descend with all your gracious powers, O come, great Spirit, come! 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (ROMANS 5) 

Minister: It isn‟t often that someone will die for a righteous person, though it is 

understandable that someone might dare to die for a good person. But God 

shows his love for us, because while we were still sinners Christ died for us. 
All: If we were reconciled to God through Christ’s death while we were still 

enemies, now that we have been reconciled, how much more certain is it 

that we will be saved by his life? 

Minister: Friends, let us believe the good news of the gospel and live as forgiven 

people. 
All: Amen, and Amen. 
 

**GLORIA PATRI .................................................................................................................................... 618, v. 5 

All glory to our Lord and God, for love so deep, so high, so broad: 

the Trinity whom we adore forever and forevermore. 
 

- Proclaiming and Sharing the Word - 
 

SUNG PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION ......................................................................................................... 458 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. [repeat] 
When I feel afraid, and I think I’ve lost my way, still you’re there right beside me. 

Nothing will I fear as long as you are near. Please be near me to the end. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. [repeat] 
 

EPISTLE LESSON ........................................................................................................... Psalm 23 (OT, p. 474) 
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GOSPEL LESSON ................................................................................................... John 9:24-41 (NT, p. 97) 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN ................................................................................ “Jesus Loves Me”, 188, v. 1 
If parents desire, following this time, children 3 years and younger may go to the Nursery located 

in the north wing. Children & Worship does not meet today. 
 

(11:00) ANTHEM ........................................................... “In Heavenly Love Abiding” - J. Ness Beck 

 

SERMON ..................................................................................... “The Practice of Engaging Scripture” 

 

- Responding to the Word -  

 

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH ............................................... adapted from The Confession of 1967 

The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate, to 

whom the Holy Spirit bears unique and authoritative witness through the Holy 

Scriptures, which are received and obeyed as the word of God written. The church 

has received the books of the Old and New Testaments as prophetic and apostolic 

testimony in which it hears the word of God and by which its faith and obedience 

are nourished and regulated. The Bible is to be interpreted in the light of its witness 

to God’s work of reconciliation in Christ. The Scriptures, given under the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit, are nevertheless the words of men, conditioned by the language, 

thought forms, and literary fashions of the places and times at which they were 

written. They reflect views of life, history, and the cosmos which were then current. 

The church, therefore, has an obligation to approach the Scriptures with literary and 

historical understanding. As God has spoken in diverse cultural situations, the 

church is confident that the Word will continue to speak through the Scriptures in a 

changing world and in every form of human culture. 
 

(11:00) HYMN OF PROMISE 459 ....................................................... “O Word of God Incarnate” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP  
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
You can also contribute to this morning‟s offering at www.stillwaterfpc.org or text GIVE to 580-823-8264,  

or mail a check to: First Presbyterian Church, 524 S. Duncan St., Stillwater, OK 74074 
 

OFFERTORY ................................................................ “Abide with Me” - J.S. Bach/arr. L.H. Groom 
 

**DOXOLOGY ................................................................................................................................................... 608 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 

praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. 

 

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

- Sealing of the Word - 
 

(8:30am only) 

http://www.stillwaterfpc.org/pledge-now
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+ THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER + 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
Elements are served by intinction. When servers are ready, please form a line in the center 

aisle. A server will tear off a piece of bread and hand it to you. You are then invited to dip it in 

the cup and return to your seat by the side aisles. Communion kits and gluten free 

Communion kits are available upon request.  

Communion Music: Organ Meditation 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

- Bearing and Following Word into the World - 
 

**SENDING HYMN 462 ................................................................................. “I Love to Tell the Story” 
 

**CHARGE AND BENEDICTION (ROMANS 4) 

 Happy are those whose faith is credited as holiness. 
 Happy are those whose shame is gone without a trace. 

 May the promise of God‟s abundance bear fruit in your lives. 
 God will fulfill those promises made to our ancestors for our sake. They 

have finished the race and passed the baton to us. 

 May our footsteps be led by the hope of a world ruled by God‟s  love and 

Peace, Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE ............................................ “We All Believe in One True God” BWV 680 - J.S. Bach 

(both services) 
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462 Refrain 
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Today:    

 Two worship services at 8:30 am & 11:00 am  

 Sunday School classes for all ages at 9:45 am will resume 

 Children 4yrs - 5th grade meet in the Worship Center at 9:45 am. Parents may 

pick them up at 10:45 am in the Worship Center. 

 Youth (6th-12th graders) meet for Sunday School in the Youth Suite  
 Three offerings for Adult Classes 

 Feasting on the Word meets in the Upper Room (south end of 2nd floor) 

 Faith and Fellowship meets in the Multipurpose Room 

 First Steps meets in South Fellowship Hall at 9:45 am each Sunday in March.  

 Fellowship & Family Committee meets at 12:30pm in the Upper Room 

This Week 

 Cimarron AGO’s Lenten Organ Program will be held on Tuesday, March 21st, at St. 

Andrew‟s Episcopal Church (3rd and Knoblock). The program begins at 12:10pm 

and will conclude at 12:50pm making it possible for people to attend over their 

lunch hour. Attendees are invited to bring their lunch and eat during the program. 

 Dine with Nine Childcare Reservations are due by 5:00 pm on Wednesday. The 

registration link may be found here: https://stillwaterfpc.breezechms.com/form/

bb8c661768805815 or in this week‟s First Things email.  

 2023 Stillwater Trash-Off is Saturday, March 25th from 9:00am - 12:00pm. Meet at 

Couch Park Pavilion Two between 8:45 and 9:00am and join in the cleanup fun! All 

ages are invited to take part. 

 PYG Escape to OKC! All 6th-12th graders are invited to „Escape to OKC‟ with PYG 

on Saturday, March 25th for a whole day of fun and group building.  

- OF NOTE- 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Preacher 

8:30 Liturgist 

11:00 Liturgist 

Organist/Dir. of Music 

Cantor 

8:30 Ushers 

11:00 Ushers 

 

8:30 Greeters 

11:00 Greeters 

Communicator 

Sound Operator 

Counters 

Kati Collins, Interim Pastor 
Kathy Thomas 

Jenny Wells, Associate Pastor 
Rebecca te Velde 

Henry Marshall 

Dennis & Judy Ferrell 

Betsy Showalter,  

Aaron & Jill Stoutzenberger 

Kate, Ryan, Scarlett, Simon Szirmay 

Kirk Mittelstet 

Joshua Butcher 

Tom Williams 

Andrea Arquitt, Dustin Reavis 

https://stillwaterfpc.breezechms.com/form/bb8c661768805815
https://stillwaterfpc.breezechms.com/form/bb8c661768805815


 

10 

- Music Notes by Rebecca te Velde - 
 

Today’s organ music commemorates Bach’s 338th birthday on Mar. 21, 1685 (d. 1750). Bach wrote hundreds 
of pieces based on hymn tunes, including today’s prelude and postlude.  
Prelude: Written in trio style with independent lines and registrations, as if for two different melody 
instruments for the hands and cello/bass in the feet, this extended piece is based on a paraphrased version 
of the Gloria that was sung every Sunday, and which is still often sung in Lutheran and other Protestant 
churches. Bach creates a decorative essay on the tune through use of motivic fragments extracted from the 
melody. Not until the last page does he state the entire melody, which appears intact only in the pedals in 
longer notes. From a collection known as “The Great Eighteen Chorales,” there are three settings of this 
tune, collectively and individually imbued with rich Trinitarian symbolism. This, the third setting, represents 
God the Holy Spirit (constantly in joyful motion) and encompasses the full range of the organ. As a graduate 
student writing a thesis about “the 18,” I was unbelievably privileged to handle and study Bach’s own 
manuscripts in the former Deutsche Staatsbibliothek (renamed the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin after the fall of 
the wall), an experience that has indelibly impacted my life and career in sacred music. (SDG) 
Postlude: The hymn on which this is based is a paraphrased version of the Creed that was sung each week. 
Bach sets the tune as a chorale fughetta, with segments of the tune presented together in the texture: the 
first line of the tune as theme, the second line as countersubject, and the third as an “answer”––like three 
texts sung simultaneously. The pedals have an ostinato (recurring) “commentary” that contributes power 
and unity to the whole. 
Anthem: This is composer John Ness Beck’s (1930-1987) gentle, paraphrased setting of Psalm 23, the 
appointed psalm for today. Although written for unison choir, it poses significant challenges for an ensemble, 
particularly due to its accompaniment that weaves in and around the choir. 
 

Anthem text (John Ness Beck):  

In heavenly love abiding, my shepherd cares for me.  
He watches over my loved ones, and longs for us to see  
that heaven and earth are bound together by love in unity. 
In heavenly love abiding, my shepherd cares for me.  
My shepherd, my savior, my master cares for me. 
 

++++++++ 

 Hymns from Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved.  
 “Trio on Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr’” BWV 664 by Johann Sebastian Back, public domain. 
 “In Heavenly Love Abiding” by John Ness Beck, ©1992 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. All rights reserved.  
 “Wir glauben all’ an einen Gott” BWV 680 from Clavierübung III by Johann Sebastian Bach, public domain. 

Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with Permission under One License #A-707358, CCLI #4293331, and CCS #13219. All rights 
reserved. 

Worship Notes 
 

In Jewish Worship the Psalms are frequently read or sung aloud in a call and response like we practice in our 
weekly worship in the "Call to Worship". In this way, they praise God with the words of their ancestors, 
giving the scripture new life by thanking God for actions in the past, present, and future. (If you enjoy 
science fiction, you can even think of reading scripture as a sort of time machine which connects us with 
those reading the scripture in all places and times.) Today we will be engaging with scripture from Paul's 
letter to the Romans during the liturgy. Pastor Kati has edited the phrasing of the verses to fit our worship 
structure. May these words bring you encouragement as you hear them said to you and around you (from 
and with all times and places). May they draw you closer to Jesus, the one who is present to all times and 
places, so that you might hear the good news in his voice. 
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 Military Service: Jordan Buterbaugh, Casey Campbell,  Justin Fowler,  
 James Greenwald, Matt Krehbiel, Eric Murphy, Miles Smith, and Bryn Williams 
 Sorrows:         Brandon Bowman and family in the death of his grandmother 
 Ken Belanus and family in the death of his mother 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Edie Abrahamson 
Lavon Alexander 

Gary Allen 
Amanda 

Nick Amidon 
Shea Arnett 
Christopher 

Aupperle 
David Awtrey 

Luz Barber 
Baker 

Betty Bays 
Leola Beckstrom 
Mandy Blackburn 
Rose Marie Bligh 
Rita Breuninger 
Helen Britton 

Belinda Bruner 
Wayne Cartwright 

Paula Cavett 
Nancy Chapa 
Allison Christy 

Abby Clapp 

Darlene Collyar 
Conrado and 

Miriam 
Andee and Kannon 

Cooper 
Heather Davidson 

Sara Davies 
Martha Dearinger 
Matthew Durham 

Lori Fagan 
Jeanie Findahl 
Mike Flowers 

Joyce Freeman 
Ed Gallegos 
John Gelder 

Lauren Glynn 
Halana 

Alana Harding 
Ben Harris 

Kendall Harvey 
Mary Ann Henley 

Charla Hilger 
Charity Hitch 

Nikki Hoffman 
Carolynne Hopkins 

Linda Houck 
Sandy Ives 

Patty Jacobs 
Paul Dean Jenkins 

Brenda Johns 
Larry Johnson 

Ted Joy 
Patty Keys 
Mary Jane 

Kirchenbauer  
Margy Knox 

Pauline Kopecky 
Dottie Kraemer 
Karen Krehbiel 

Heather Lanners 
Hank Lett 

Tracie Lively 
Alyssa Matal 

The McCoy Family 
Larry McDonald 

Stephanie 

McMillan 
Philip Meadows 

Tresa Miller 
Jean Moore 
Anne Mullen 
Nora Nagaruk 

Chancey Nickerson 
Michelle Nicholson 

Pricilia Nkem 
Our Service Men & 

Women 
Frances Phillips 

Jean Potts 
Daniel Powell 
Paul Quarles 

Tim Rains 
Lisa Reavis 

Larry & Margaret 
Redburn 

Jack Reeves 
Sara Roberts 

David Schmidly 
Karen Shippey 

Jeffrey Silver 
David Smith 
Ted Smith 

Doug Smotone 
Perry Sneed 

Jamie Stephens 
Christine Stone 
Phyllis Taylor & 

Helen Brake 
Tyler 

Upendo Kids 
Nettie Vick 

Jill Wohnoutka 
Emily Walker 

Darrell Warren 
Marilyn  

Waters-Seig 
Lynda Williams 
Scott Williams 
Jackie Young 

 

Bold means recently  
added 

Returning in April! 
Seasoned Adults will be returning on Monday, April 17th! This monthly gathering 
for older adults includes dinner and a program with past programs including 
music, local history, and presentations on all parts of the world. Reservations will 
be due the Friday prior to the gathering, and there will be a cost for the meal. If 
you were not previously part of Seasoned Adults and would like to be added to 
the email list, please contact Belinda Bruner via the Church Office. More 
information will be in the Easter Ambassador. 
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- THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 

TODAY - FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
  8:30 am Worship & Communion .................... SAN 
  9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship  ...................... SAN/Online/Radio  
12:30 pm Fellowship & Family Committee ......... UR 
   

MONDAY   
12:00 pm Lenten Prayer Walk ........ Butterfly Garden 
  6:00 pm Stillwater Stephen Ministry Training .... YS 
 

TUESDAY 
12:00 pm Gentle Yoga......................................... YS 
  3:30 pm Coffee Hour ............................... Primrose 
  6:00 pm Children’s Ministry .......................... Zoom 
  6:30 pm GAS Task Force .................. Modern Magi 
  7:00 pm UKIRK ................................................. YS 
 

WEDNESDAY  

  9:30 am Second Mile Sewing ............................ FH 
12:10 pm Midweek Prayer ............................. Zoom 
  7:00 pm Chancel Choir .................................... WR 

THURSDAY      

  8:30 am Trustees .............................................. YS 
10:30 am Bible Study ......................................... HA 
  6:30 pm Youth Committee ................................ YS 
 

FRIDAY 
  5:45 pm Dine with Nine Childcare ..................NUR 
 

SATURDAY 
  8:45 am Stillwater Trash-Off ... Meet at Couch Park 
  9:30 am PYG Escape to OKC .. Meet in parking lot 
11:00 am  Saturday Brunch Ministry ................. NFH 
  

SUNDAY, MARCH 26 
  8:30 am Worship & Communion ..................... SAN 
  9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship  ...................... SAN/Online/Radio  

First Presbyterian Church of Stillwater 

524 S. Duncan St., Stillwater, OK 74074 

405-372-5580 (office number) 

www.stillwaterfpc.org 
 

Rev. Kati Collins, Interim Pastor: kati.collins@stillwaterfpc.org 

Rev. Jenny Wells, Associate Pastor: jenny.wells@stillwaterfpc.org 

Jenna Campbell, Director of Children & Youth Ministry: jenna.campbell@stillwaterfpc.org 

Magdalena Vinson, Church Administrator: magdalena.vinson@stillwaterfpc.org 

Mary Beth Garoffolo, Finance & Office Assistant: marybeth.garoffolo@stillwaterfpc.org 

Rebecca te Velde, Organist & Director of Music: rebecca.tevelde@stillwaterfpc.org 

Cathy Fairbanks, Treasurer: cathy.fairbanks@stillwaterfpc.org 

The Communion table flowers are given to the Glory of God by  

Debby Schoenecke in memory of Dr. Michael Schoenecke. 


