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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY 

We are grateful for the over 33 

volunteers who serve faithfully in 

childrenõs and youth ministry at FPC. 

The volunteers were honored at the 

Volunteer Appreciation Brunch in May 

and gathered for the Leader Launch in 

August to be equipped and inspired for 

the year ahead.  
 

Jenna Campbell named APCE 

Educator of the Year in 2023  

In January of 2023, Jenna Campbell, 

Director of Children & Youth Ministries, 

was honored as the Association of 

Partners in Christian Education (APCEõs) 

ENRICH Educator of the Year. This is the 

highest honor that APCE bestows on a 

currently serving educator with criteria 

that include: being a visionary who leads 

educational ministry into new frontiers 

and being a formative influence on 

educational ministry and an advocate 

for church educators. Jenna was also 

celebrated here at FPC at a reception 

directly following the conclusion of 

worship on Youth Sunday where she 

was presented, by Youth Ministry 

Committee chair Rusty Rex, with a 

bouquet of broccoli and a sash a la Miss 

America (see photo to right).  

Ferncliff Camp  

The Dwight Mission Board was unable to 

approve plans for a Summer Camping 

opportunity (Dwight on the Road) for 

2023 so Oklahoma campers again 

attended a week of camp at Ferncliff 

Camp and Conference Center outside of 

Little Rock, AR. 11 of our youth/

children attended and with Jenna 

Campbell as the adult sponsor.  

Christian Parents Project, GenOn  

FPC Stillwater was invited to participate 

with our families in the GenOn Christian 

Parent Project and we responded with a 

resounding yes. We believe God is 

calling us into a new way of being in 

ministry with the families in our 

congregation and community, and 

GenOnõs project is supporting us as we 

figure out how to do this new thing.  
 

The creators at GenOn are currently 

providing parents and caregivers with 

support as they grow in their own 

spiritual lives and parenting skills, and 

families to deepen their connections to 

each other and to God. They will roll out 

these resources over the next few years 

for us to try out together. Our families 

who are participating will get to tell 

them if any of them work to support our 

families. All that information will be 

used to improve the resources and help 

more caregivers and families.  

Resources will include:  

ß Parenting courses rooted in 

gentleness and mutuality we see 
modeled in Jesusõ relationships with 
others  

ß A podcast for parents  

ß Prayers and spiritual practices for 

real life  

ß Stories for families (biblical, fictional, 

and nonfictional)  

ß Easy activities for families rooted in 

experiences of awe and wonder  

ß Videos for kids that can be processed 

with adult caregivers  

ß Literally whatever you tell us you 

want :)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 

ß Jenna Campbell                        

Director of Children & Youth Ministry 

(January - June) 

ß Leigh Miller                                

Coordinator of Children & Youth 

Ministries (July - December)  

ß Elijah Ankrom                              

Youth Ministry Assistant    

ß Haley Brobston                             

Youth Ministry Assistant      

ß Bekah Bowman                      

Childrenõs Ministry Assistant (spring) 

ß Ella Parsons                            

Childrenõs Ministry Assistant  (fall)    

ß Erin Lawson                            

Childcare Coordinator  
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NURTURE 

Youth  
 

15 youth led the congregation in 
worship on Youth Sunday with the 
theme òFollowing Jesus.ó The youth 
inspired the congregation with their 
powerful Matthew 25 reading and 
sermons, video on the Following Jesus 
theme, and both instrumental and 
vocal music.  

They experienced the Holy Week 
Amazing Race, a challenge that led 
them through the events of Holy Week. 
Youth took on leadership roles in the 
Maundy Thursday service, a beloved 
tradition here at FPC.  

Our 8 th  and 9 th  grade Confirmands, six 
in total, were welcomed into full church 
membership on Sunday, May 14 and 
provided insight into their faith 
journeys with excerpts from their faith 
statements included in the worship 
liturgy.  

The  Senior High Small Group for 10th -
12th graders continued to meet weekly 
at Aspen on Thursday mornings before 
school for fellowship, devotion, and 
study of the book, òWhat Do I Believe 
About What I Believe?ó 

Summer PYG programming included 
fellowship events like Taco Tuesday 
and Fun at Frios.  

During the fall semester, Presbyterian 

Youth Group studied the theme of òAll 

Are Welcomeó PCUSA study Building an 

Inclusive Church - a Welcoming Toolkit 

2.0, and excerpt from The Loss That 

Means That You No Longer Belong by 

Angela Williams Gorrell from 

Presbyterian Outlook. We have also 

continued to use Faith Practices from 

The United Church of Christ.  

PYG had a Grinch Themed Christmas 

Party. While the youth had a blast they 

also collected money to donate to a 

charity of their choice.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  

¶ Middle School: Old Testament 

Figures using Colaborate and 

ReForm Ancestors from Augsburg 

Publishing.  

¶ Senior High: The 3 Big Questions 

That Shape Your Future  

Committee members: Rusty Rex (chair), 

Belinda Bruner, Mike Melancon, Tim Riley, 

Eric Savage (fall) Josh Taylor, Jenna 

Campbell (staff), Leigh Miller (staff)  
 

Children  

Bekah Bowman served as the Childrenõs 

Ministry Assistant in the spring with 

Ella Parsons filling the position in the 

fall. Families enjoyed the Childrenõs 

Ministry Kickoff in August at the 

Boomer Lake splash pad. Games, 

popsicles, and an opportunity for 

fellowship and learning about the year 

ahead in childrenõs ministry made it a 

fun evening! Children and Worship 

continues to be offered during the 

11:00am worship service as a sacred 

space for childrenõs worship and 

wonder  

Milestones  

In the fall, two third graders received 

their Bibles and participated in an 

Exploring My Bible class with their 

parents.  

Sunday School  

Our Pre -K ð Kindergarteners in the 

Faith Kidnection class enjoyed their 

lessons from the Walk with Me  

curriculum each week. SpiritLink for 1 st-

5 th  graders spent the Spring with New 

Testament Stories about the Disciples 

and the Feeding of the 5,000 and The 

Fruit of the Spirit in Galatians. Fall 

stories were about  Moses at the 

Burning Bush and Wandering Through 

the Wilderness.  

In the Spring of 2023 we had two 

events in our Sunday School hour  

ß Easter Celebration  with our 

traditional ladybug release and 

donation to Heifer International  

ß Ready, Set, Worship!  for 3rd -5th 

graders to help develop a deeper 

understanding and appreciation for 

worship, enabling them to actively 

engage, participate, and lead in 

worship.  

Nursery 

Our little ones in the nursery receive 

excellent care from our nursery 

workers and Erin Lawson, Child Care 

Coordinator. It has been challenging to 

find and keep good nursery workers so 

there was a pay increase at the end of 

the year, approved by the Session, as 

we sought to attract and retain nursery 

workers.  

Committee members: Courtney Savage 

(chair) Jean Aresco, Dustin Charter, Melody 

Reavis, Eric Windhausen, Jenna Campbell 

(staff), Leigh Miller (staff)  
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Intergenerational  

Summer GiFT 

Once again Summer GiFT (Generations in Faith Together) 

plans had to be changed due to the weather. Last year 

we had to move inside due to extreme heat and this year 

a stormy forecast prompted a change of plans. We 

gathered Friday evening, June 2nd, at Lake McMurtry for 

dinner, a campfire, songs and energizers, small group 

time, and planned to end the evening with Vespers as it 

grew dark. Instead, Mother Nature opened the skies and 

it poured on us after only a couple hours of fellowship 

together. There was much laughter and dancing in the 

rain before we called it a night. Sunday morning we 

gathered in Fellowship Hall for breakfast and decorating 

friendship rocks to leave little notes of encouragement 

for others. Summer GiFT worship was an interactive and 

creative service involving all attendees with singing, a 

time for sharing stories of seeing God's work within FPC 

and in our lives, and the celebration of Communion  

Pumpkin Palooza  

The Childrenõs Ministry committee planned a fellowship event 

for the whole church at Oh My Gourd Pumpkin Patch in 

Glencoe. Over 35 children, youth, and adults (and a couple 

Presbyterian Preschool families) enjoyed an afternoon of fall 

fun together with a hayride, pumpkin chunkinõ, sõmores, corn 

pit, petting zoo, and more.  

A Night in Bethlehem  

Over 200 people from FPC and the community enjoyed an 

evening to reflect on the Christmas story together. As in 

previous years, the event was outside and had great 

community involvement. The event included a to -go meal, bags 

with Christmas activities for children, and a drop off for our 

Little Free Pantry (overflowing by the end of the night!). Then 

all viewed our FPC youth in the Living Nativity on the front 

lawn, complete with hot chocolate and cider. Our Choral 

Scholars led us in a carol sing during the Living Nativity breaks 

and the Fair Trade Store was available for shopping. Special 

thanks to Cathy Fairbanks for sewing new angel costumes.  
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The mission of the Adult Ministry 
Committee is to support the growth of 
our congregation and outreach to the 
community. Several insightful Bible and 
book studies as well as various topics of 
interest were offered to the congregation.   

The January Series 2023  

Thanks to Kent Olson for coordinating 
the January Series from Calvin College 
(now Calvin University) for the past 8 
years. Participants could gather in person 
or view at home via live stream.   

Sunday Morning Classes  

Feasting on the Word  

This Bible study, led by Denise Rex, 
follows the Revised Common Lectionary. 
The class is on -going and dives deep into 
Scripture, asking reflective questions and 
challenging participants to think in a new 
way.  

Faith & Fellowship  
Continuing with their model of class 
participants leading each week, the 
groupõs studies included: òChristianityõs 
Family Treeó by Adam Hamilton, òBeing 
Presbyterian in the Bible Beltó by Ted. V. 
Foote and P. Alex Thornburg, and òIf God 
is Love, Donõt Be a Jerk: Finding a Faith 
That Makes Us Better Humansó by John 
Pavlovitz.  
 

Lenten Class  
òRepairing the Breachó, a Bible study of 
Isaiah 58:12 from One Great Hour of 
Sharing curriculum led by Associate 
Pastor Jenny Wells.  
 

Other Class/Group Offerings  

Sermon on the Mount: A Beginnerõs 

Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven  
Using the book by Dr. Amy -Jill Levine, 
this summer Bible study met for six 
Wednesdays in June and July. Each 
gathering began with a shared meal 
before moving on to the study of Dr. 
Levineõs work and writings. 
 

Antiracism Learning and 

Accountability Group  
Though no longer meeting monthly, the 
group continues to share articles and 
events dealing with racism and members 
of the group are active within Stillwater 
Community United.   
 

First Steps 
This class is coordinated and led by the 
Communications & Connecting 
Committee and is an introduction to FPC 
and the Presbyterian Church (USA) for 
visitors, newer members, and long -timers 
who want to learn more. The first was a 
series of classes in the spring during 

Sunday school. We are always 
considering whether different formats or 
days of the week may work better for our 
prospective class members, so for our 
fall session, we held a simpler one -night 
event on a Tuesday night. But our most 
fun visitor -oriented event of the year was 
our church tour in September. Rusty Rex 
resumed his role as tour guide, and we 
had several members and visitors 
accompany us for an exciting and 
informative tour of the space our church 
calls home. Afterward, we went to lunch 
together at Hideaway.  
 

Older Adult Ministries  

Seasoned Adults  
Seasoned Adults programs resumed this 

year in April with different leaders. In 

October, Sharon Bennett took the reins of 

the program when she joined the staff as 

Pastoral Care Associate. Programs 

included presentations on a range of 

topics and speakers, including: Jim 

Beckstrom spoke about the Dancing 

Turtle Festival; Robbin Davis, Director of 

the Osher Life Long Learning program 

(OLLI) at OSU gave an overview of the 

programs they offer; Tristen Beard spoke 

about the Goodland Academy; Gary & 

Nancy Simpson spoke about their travels 

to London; Len Hebert spoke about the 

History of  òCreole and Cajunó, and 

treated us to a delicious meal of red 

beans and rice. Music was part of the 

programs as well, as there was a òHymn 

Singó and also a òMaking Spirits Brightó 

Holiday Music program.  

Coffee and Conversation  
òCoffee and Conversationsó were held at 

Legacy Village, Primrose, and Golden 

Oaks. Pastor Kati Collins offered Summer 

Bingo at Primrose as a special activity.  

Pastoral Care Associate Sharon Bennett 

delivered prayer shawls made by Second 

Mile Sewers to some residents in the fall 

once the weather turned cold. During 

these meetings, our pastor and staff can 

visit church members and meet new 

friends.  

 
Committee members: Jenny Bobo (chair), Linda 

Burks, Kent Olson, David Silver, Jenny Wells 

(staff), Sharon Bennett (staff)  

ADULT MINISTRY 
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In 2023, we:  

¶ Attended College Conference at Montreat, North Carolina  

¶ Met for coffee and prayer on Wednesday mornings with Jenny 

Wells during spring semester  

¶ Took part in the OSU campus ministry fair and Lights on Stillwater  

¶ Met on Tuesday evenings for Bible study, fellowship and cooking  

¶ Gathered for lunch once per month after worship  

¶ Helped plan and support FPCõs Annual Block Party 

¶ Attended Pumpkin Palooza  

¶ Distributed finals exam care packages in May and December to 

college students  
 

In 2024, we hope:  

¶ To find consistent student leadership for weekly meetings (Rachel 

will be stepping down)  

¶ To grow our presence on campus at OSU  

¶ To engage OSU faculty and staff with opportunities for fellowship  

¶ To continue our support of students through hospitality, 

PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL 

Presbyterian Preschool had a great year in 

2023. We are currently serving 105 

students from 87 different families. We 

have 17 teachers on staff this year and 

one very giving volunteer. Dana Brown, 

director, Dayle Winslow, Kylee Painter, 

Christiane Boles, Kate Wells, Eden Starke, 

Candace Gunkel, Evany Romero, Amanda 

Sanders-Vann, Emily Berry, Carmen Fox, 

Jaclyn McClary, Autumn Cagle, Donna 

Stallings, Cathy Meberg, Erin Lawson, and 

William Cole, preschool volunteer!  

Our preschool has benefitted greatly from 

so much COVID grant money coming in 

from the government. We have been so 

fortunate to be able to completely pay the 

over $6400.00 to replace the carpet in the 

Worship Center since we do chapel in 

there twice a week. It is so nice to have 

carpet that is not fraying and distract kids 

all through chapel. The preschool also 

was blessed to be able to pay for half of 

the replacement of the canopy (over 

$24,000) that is over the walkway on the 

courtyard side. It is safe now and we are 

so thankful for that. We have seen the 

shed project come to completion this year 

and we were also happy to contribute 

($6400.00) to that endeavor. We were also 

thrilled to be able fund the replacement 

of the carpet in the preschool wing at 

over $5300.00. Two rooms are partially 

carpeted and my office is carpeted, but it 

sure needed to be replaced. One 

classroomõs carpet was not even replaced 

in the renovation in 2011. The preschool 

also installed permanent musical 

instruments, pagoda chimes and drums, 

($14,000.00), on the North playground to 

give our children more learning 

opportunities outside. This also meets the 

new requirements of our 5 star rating 

from DHS. We also were able to install 3 

operable windows in two of our 

classrooms that did not have operable 

windows ($2500.00). The teachers love 

being able to get some fresh air on days 

when it is possible to have the windows 

open.   

In October the church hosted Preschool 

Sunday, where the Preschool families 

were invited to join us for a blessing of 

the courtyard and for church. I took this 

opportunity to host chapel in big 

church before the children all went 

out for their regular children and 

worship in the choir room. It was 

such a great opportunity for the 

church to see what chapel looks like 

when we do it two days a week with 

our preschoolers that want to 

attend.  The preschool teachers had 

a fabulous learning opportunity in 

November. Twelve teachers got to 

attend the National Association for 

the Education of Young Children 

Annual Conference in Nashville, 

Tennessee. We closed the school for three 

days and were able to attend 3 days of 

learning alongside other early childhood 

professionals from all 50 states and 21 

different countries. This was an incredible 

opportunity for us 

to learn, grow and 

come back 

energized and 

refreshed.    

Our school was 

also the recipient of a 

$5000.00 grant from 

the Plains All -American Pipeline Company 

out of Cushing. We received their Plains 

Educational Grant. We plan to use this to 

buy a new climbing structure for the 

north playground.  This playground needs 

some sprucing up and this will go a long 

way to improving the playground for our 

students and children from the church.      

UNIVERSITY MINISTRY 

Dana Brown  
Preschool Director  

fellowship, and prayer  
 

University Committee: Lisa McGaw (chair), John te Velde, Jesse òJó 

Jones (UKirk Assistant, January - May), Rachel Schlais (UKirk 

Assistant September - December), Jenny Wells (staff, January - June) 


